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Application Numk>6r 



Filing Date 



Inist Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Beaminar Nani9 



Attorney Docket Number 



ApHI t3,2004 



FaalCLGUletteetaL 



WHITE, Everett 



DKT 10277 



This l9 a Reqtjedt for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CPR 1.114 of the above-]dentifled application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to any utiiity or plant application filed prior to Juno 
3,1995, or to any design application. See instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to ba submitted to Uie USPTO ) on page 2, 



1_ Submission required under 37 CFR 1.114 | Note: if tteRCE is proper, any pr^vtouslyflled unentered amendments 
and amendments enclosed with trie RCE will be entered In the order in which they were filed unless applicant Instructs otherwise, tf 
applicant does not wish to have any previDualy filed unentered amBndment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amefidment(9). 

a. □ Previously submrtted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action 
may be considered as a submission even if this box is not checked, 
i- □ Consider the ariguments In the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief pravfously fSled on 



□ Other 



Enclosed 
I. gj Amendment/Reply 
ii. a Affidavrt(8)/Declaration(s) 



111. 
Iv. 



□ 
□ 



information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
Other 



2. I Miscellaneous 



□ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for 

a period of months. (Period of suspension shan not axcHsd 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR1.17(i)r9qufred) 

□ Other 



^' I Fees I The RCE fee tindBr37 CFR 1.17(e) ts required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

a. S The Director is hereby authorized to charge the foiiowing fees, any underpayment of fees, or credit any 

overpayments to Deposit Account No. 08-180Q . I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

i. a RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) $810,00 

ii. B Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1,136 and 1.17) $1110,00 
ill Q Other 

b. □Checkintheam ountofS endosed^^^^^^^^^^ " mmmm ZUm 
C. □ Payment by credit cani (Fomi PTO-2038 enclosed) if 11*^* 

WARNING: Information on this form may become pubrre. Cr«dtt card infbimation ahouM not be incfuieSfon this 
form. Provide credit card information and autfmization on PTO-2038. 



0822926 



1 Sjgnetuie 




Date 


Jainiai77|20(l9 • 1 


^ Name (Print /Type) 


JRobcrt 0*Flyii^ O'Brieo 


ReylsUution No. 




lOBRTfRCATEOFMAiUNQ OR TRANSMISSION 


] hereby certrfy that this conespondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with suffinent postage as first class mail in 
an envalppe addiessed to: Mail Stop RCE. Commissktner For Patente. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to 
the U.S. Patent and Tradenoarfc Ofp^ fi;^e/;(at|,eho^rn,^^k3w. 


Signature 




Sterna (Print /Type) 


Robert OTIyao O'Brien 


Date 1 Jsaiisry7,2009 



Ihis collection of Intbmiatlon b raqulrsd by 37 CF]^ 1.114. Thd vrfarmetian b requned to obtoin or retain a benefH by Ihe public which Is to fUe (and by the USPTO to 
pmceas) an spptication. ConfidentBGty Is oovemed by SS U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. TTis oolatfian ia estimated to talce 12 minutes to complete. 
»icKxfing gamarfng, preparing, and auomitting the oonipleted application Item to the USPTO. Tinw wlM vary depending upon tho tndMduai case. Any CQm l 11 &^^t& on 
9ie amount of time you require to comptata this form and/or du^gestiona fv necftxdng the burden, should 6e sent to tfie CNef Infbrmadon Offloer, U.S. Patent and 
Tfadamait Office. O.a Department erf Commen*. P.O. Bcoc 1450. Al«andrta. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPUETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop RCE, Comnteioner tor Patents, P.a Box 1460. Aloxindrfa, VA 22S13-1460. 
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Instruction Sheet for RCEs 

(not to be aubmrtled to the USPTO) 



NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application, and filing an RCE will not result in an application being accorded a new filing 
date. 

Filing Qualificationa: 

ThB application must be a utjlity or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995. The application cannot be a 
provisional application, a utility or plant application filed before June 3, 1995, a design application, or a patent 
under reexamination. See 37 CFR 1.114(e). 

Filing Requirements: 



ProsBcution In the appUcaUon must be closed. Prosecution is closed if the application is under appeal, or 
the last Office action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in 
the application (e.g., an Office action under Be parte Quayie). See 37 CFR 1 . 1 14(b). 

A submi&$iori 0nd a fee are required at the time the RCE is filed. If reply to an Office action under 35 
U.S.C. 132 is outstanding (e.g., the application la under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply 
requiremente of 37 CFR 1.111. If there is no outstanding Office action, Oie submission can be an information 
disclosure statement, an amendment, new arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1.114(c). The 
submission may be a previously filed amendment (e.g.. an amendment after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 



Reguest for Suspension of Action: 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of aotion is granted. A request for a suspension of 
action under 37 CFR 1 .1 03(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the filing of the 
required submission to be suspended. 



Improper RCE will NOT toil Anv Time Period: 



Before J^>peal - If the RCE is improper (e.g., prosecution in the appfication is not closed or the submission or 
fee has not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth In the last Office action 
will continue to run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired if a reply to 
the Office action is not tinnefy filed. No additional time will be given to connect the improper RCE. 

Under Appeal - If the RCE is improper (e.g.. the submission or the fee has not been filed) and the application 
is under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appeal. Withidrawal of the appeal results in the 
allowance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the claims. If there are no allowed 
claims, the application is ai:>andoned. If there is at least one allowed claim, the application will be passed to 
issue (HI the allowed claim(5). See MPEP 1215.01. 



See MPEP 706.07(h) for further information on the RCE practice. 



Panft 7 of ? 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connetaion with 
your submission of thd attached fonn related to a patent appltcation or patent Accordingly, pursuant to 
the requirements of the Act. please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this 
[rrfbrmalion is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the infoimation solicited Is voluntary: and (3) the 
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent If you do not furnish 
the requested Information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or 
examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the 
applicsrtion or expiration of ^e patent 

The informatron provided by you in this form will be subject to the foUowing routine uses: 

1. The Information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of information Act (5 U.S.C. 652) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records 
from this system of recc^ds may be disdosed to the Department of Justice to determine 
wtiether disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court magistrate, or administrative tribunal. Including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement rtegotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use, to a Member of 
Congress subnnitting a request Invoh/tng an individual, to whom the record pertains, when tite 
Individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of 
the record. 

4. A record In this system of records may be disclosed, as a n^utine use, to a cortfractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
infoimation shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(mj. 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperatiort Treaty in 
this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use. to the Intemattonal Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organi^^ation, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record In this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
pail of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records mariagement 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2d04 and 2906. Such disdosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (/.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinatfons about Individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either pubncation of the applk;atiDn pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or Issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disdosed. subject to the limitatlonG of 
37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use. to the public if the record was filed in an appllcatton which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were tenninated and whk:h application is 
refererioed by either a published application, an application open to public inspecdon or an 
issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disdosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a vioiatton or potential 
violation of law or regulation. 
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